
Growing in faith, giving enough 

St Anne’s Church 



Stewardship 

Over several weeks during our Sunday worship we are looking at the issue of 
Stewardship. Being a steward means to utilize and manage all resources that 
God provides for His glory and the extension of His Kingdom. 

Each week (see below) we include a Psalm that gives us the foundation for 
being a good steward and an example from Paul’s ministry that demonstrates 
how the spread of the gospel is reliant upon the gifts and service of others. 

Each of us as Christians are stewards of our own resources and as a church 
we are challenged to rethink how we are using our resources and whether 
our individual financial giving to the church is enough. 

3rd October—Are you a content steward? What does it mean to be content? 
Psalm 131, Philippians 4:10-20 

10th October—Are you a pleasing steward? What does it mean to live a wor-
thy life? 
Psalm 145:1-7, Colossians 1:9-13 

17th October—Who are you a steward for? What is God’s will? 
Psalm 25:1-10, 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24 

24th October (pledge Sunday) - Are you a cheerful steward? What does it 
mean to sow generously? Psalm 100:1-5, 2 Corinthians 9:1-8 

31st October (David Barlow) - Why should we be the Lord’s steward?  
Psalm 24:1-10, 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

7th November—How to continue to flourish as a steward 
Psalm 37:1-9, Ephesians 3:14-21 

This Stewardship pack is designed to help you catch the vision of 
mission and ministry that we hope to sustain well here at St Anne’s 

and the possibilities of what collective good stewardship would mean 
to our financial situation and therefore the churches future. 



Our Financial Position 

We give thanks to God that He has brought us through the last 
year and a half. We have been able to pay for the running of St. 
Anne’s, our parish share and other commitments. 

Much more of our church income now comes through planned giv-
ing, that is through giving envelopes or standing orders. This ena-
bles the church to know what is coming in and be able to plan. And 
again, the tax-efficient Gift-Aid system enables us to claim back in-
come tax which has been paid on any gifts (this year worth over 
£10,000). For this we are very grateful. 

In 2019 we were able to stop increases to our, “Parish Share”, 
which we pay to the diocese for clergy pay and pension, vicarage 
costs, training and the cost running the diocesan offices. As we en-
ter 2022, we are now asked to pay the full amount. There is an ex-
pected increase from £56,159 in 2020 to £67,873. As this is the 
largest part of the church’s expenditure this makes a very large 
difference to what we plan we will need in the coming year. 

 

Please do look at the charts overleaf which explain pictorially 
where church income comes from and what we estimate we will 
be, for comparison the data from 2020 is used and an expected ex-
penditure for 2022. 



Expenditure 2020 

£56159  Parish Share 

£3421  Vicarage/Clergy ex-
penses Council Tax, Phone, 
Mileage etc. 

£3130  Church Building  
  Running costs 

£1778 Maintenance 

£3850 Mission Giving 

£191 Admin 

£1516 Church Activities 

£6924  Graveyard 

£76969—Total 

 

Income 2020 

£42220  Planned Giving 

£14380  Other gifts including 
1 gift of £8500 

£10306  Gift Aid Reclaimed 

£1933 Fees 

£1652 Reclaimed  insur-
ance and other income 

£70491—Total 

 

These figures do not include the income and expenditure for the 
Parish Centre. Financially, the Parish Centre pays for printing costs 
and shares in the insurance of the church.  



Estimated Expenditure 2022 

£67873 Parish Share 

£3900 Vicarage/Clergy expenses 
 Council Tax, Phone, Mileage etc. 

£3400 Church Building Running 
costs 

£1500 Maintenance 

£4850 Mission Giving 

£250 Admin 

£2000 Church Activities 

£4000 Graveyard 

£87773—Total 

 

Estimated income 2022 

£46000  Planned Giving 

£10000  Other gifts 

£11000  Gift Aid Reclaimed 

£4000 Fees 

£1800 Reclaimed  insur-
ance  and other income 

£14972 Deficit 

£87773—Total 

The section in green (£14973) is estimated what the church will 
need extra in the coming year. 



What is our Response? 

1—Pray 
As we have said so many times, our giving is a spiritual act. We take what we 
have to the Lord and ask for His leading in how we use it for His Kingdom. 

2—Think 
It is always good to be grateful for what we have. As we say when the collec-
tion is prayed for: “All things come from you, and of your own do we give 
you.” 

Have we gone a few years without increasing our offering? Maybe we should 
consider that this year we increase what we give to church. Having consid-
ered the contents of the teaching recently in church and the church finances 
being spelt out, we need to respond with generosity. 

With our membership at about 140 our church could cover the expected   
deficit if each of us decided to increase our giving by £2 per week or £8 per 
month. It may be that is not enough when we consider the church’s situation 
and our own financial circumstances. 

3—Respond 
· If you pay income tax, and have not already done so, please fill in the en-

closed Gift-Aid form, which will increase the value of your gift by 25% 

· If you haven’t already, please consider setting up a standing order using 
the details from the form enclosed or using the planned giving enve-
lopes. 

· Consider increasing your gift to Church 

· Consider remembering the church in your will. 

 

In Christ’s Service—Andrew and Jenny 



Is what you give enough? 

In Mark 12:41-44 Jesus watches as 
people place their offerings at the 
temple treasury, the rich threw in large 
amounts but a “poor widow” put in 
two small copper coins. Jesus called his 
disciples and said “This poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 
other. They gave out of their wealth but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything, all she had to live on.”  

We are all in different financial situations but are called to be good stewards 
and to live and give sacrificially. Many church members give of their time 
sacrificing hours to serve others in areas of ministry like home communion 
visits, PCC members or leading worship. Many give of their energies to serve in 
areas of mission like working as a school governor or leading one of our 
children’s groups. 

Giving financially also needs to be sacrificial. This requires each church member 
to plan and prayer, to calculate what you have coming in and what you are 
therefore able to give. Leviticus 27:30, Proverbs 3:9, Hebrews 13:16, 2 
Corinthian 9:6-10 speak of giving a 10% tithe of ones income, the first fruits of 
the crop and to plan and be generous. 

 A basic UK state weekly pension can start at £137.60. A weekly 10% tithe 
would therefore be—£13.76. 

An average UK living wage for an average full working week is £294. A weekly 
10% tithe would therefore be—£29.40. 

Are you giving enough that is reflective of the first fruits of your income? 

Are you giving enough to expect St Anne’s to maintain ministry and mission 
today and to be able to plan for the future? 

As a church we have been blessed with incredible financial resources, if 
everyone gave enough.  



Leaving a legacy 

Your regular giving to St Anne’s has far reaching impact in building the church 
and serving our community. Perhaps you’ve never considered the far-reaching 
impact of your gifts. Every gift generously donated helps us fulfil the vision that 
God has given us, and this impact could extend even beyond your lifetime. 
Leaving a legacy gift could be one way of doing this. 

Making a will is a time for reflection about your personal legacy. Including a 
legacy gift to St Anne’s is a celebration of a church you treasure and the people 
you have encountered here. Once you have provided for your family, please do 
think about leaving a gift, no matter how small, to the work of St Anne’s.  

Legacy gifts enable the church to continue to grow, to provide the environment 
for others to meet with Jesus and be discipled, and to pursue the mission of the 
church and see the Kingdom of God extended. 

Making a will is an opportunity to help others and express your Christian 
commitment. It need not be complex or expensive. However, we strongly 
recommend you go to a Solicitor to do this. Where you will receive sound 
professional advice and can be sure that your wishes will be achieved. 

When you leave a legacy to us, the amount is subtracted from the gross value 
of your estate when it is assessed for inheritance tax. This will reduce the 
amount payable to the Exchequer and allow that money to support the work of 
St Anne’s instead. 

If you already have a will and would now like to include a gift to ‘St Anne’s 
Church’, this can be done using 
a Codicil. A Codicil need not change 
the terms of your current will, but 
can simply add a new instruction. 

For more information concerning 
wills please speak to our treasurer.  

 

Thank you. 



What happens to the money you give to St Anne’s? 

It is used to allow mission and  ministry to adapt through 
challenging times. This picture is taken when we had to film 
our remembrance service online, it was watched by over 500 
people. 

It is used to share hope. During Christian 
festivals and significant moments in 
people's lives, like births and deaths, St 
Anne’s is there. and we get to speak the 
hopeful words of Jesus. Just like when we 
made angels and left them with bible 
passages around our parish for people to 
collect at Easter 2020. 

Money is needed and used to properly train and equip church 
members. Here we are getting trained in emergency first aid. 
We have training in safe guarding, Bible teaching, leading 
worship and managing our finances. And this year will be 
training church members in  food hygiene.  

To keep our buildings open and useable. St Anne’s 
buildings have changed over the years and continue to 
need maintenance. The tower has been repaired a new 
gardener has been hired, the parish centre roof was 
fixed. The parish centre and church building will need 
decorating in the near future and new notice boards are 
also needed for church. 



What happens to the money you give to St Anne’s? 

It is used to support many different types of ministry 
especially ministry to our older more vulnerable 
members. Here is one of the new home communion 
kits that were purchased to support those unable to 
attend worship in-person. 

We look forward in hope that our women’s breakfast 
will be restarting in the new year, we also hope to start 
a men’s breakfast. These ministries require  resources 
as do homegroups and other opportunities for 

Our mission agencies whom we support financially are 
able to continue their valuable gospel work in parts of 
the worlds that we cannot reach on our own. Pictured 
here is Roz our OMF mission partner preparing to work 
in Japan. 

Money is needed and used for discipling and 
training others within our church to go out 
equipped to lead in areas of mission and 
ministry. This was picture was taken at one of 
the home communion ministry team training 
nights. 



What happens to the money you give to St Anne’s? 

To support our church school. Each year we 
pay money into the Barchester Fund that then 
goes towards paying for maintenance on our 
church school. This year the school has had a 
necessary new boiler and heating system. 

Resources are also used for gospel work in our church 
school and local schools. Above is a picture of a 
lesson taking place at St Anne’s and right is a picture 
of a class visiting church from Millbrook school. 

Secure the sharing of the gospel with the next 
generation. Sparkles baby and toddler group (pictured 
left) and holiday clubs are examples of this essential 
mission that has been part of St Anne’s for years. 

Having enough financial resources enable us to 
partner with exciting local projects that support 
members of our parish. Last year that meant 
being part of the Shevington Community 
Pantry. Now it’s expanding to Standish Lower 
Ground (pictured). 

What you give matters! 

What you give makes a difference! 

Thank you for being part of St Anne’s vision. 



Answers to frequently asked questions about church finances - 

Why don’t’ we just do a gift day to get more money in? 

Although gift days can be good and sometimes necessary to inject a larger 
sum of money into a project, sustained planned regular giving is the best way 
for a church to pay for today and plan for tomorrow. 

 

What is a parish share and why is it so much? 

Each Church of England Church pay an amount that is means tested for each 
parish into a central fund, this central fund is then able to support parish 
ministry through the training and care of lay and ordained ministers and the 
running of a diocese. 

 

Why do we give to missionary organisations  and why don’t we just keep the 
money for ourselves? 

It is common practice amongst bible believing churches to give a percentage 
of their income to missionary organisations. As Christians we are partners  in 
the gospel and are therefore responsible to support others through prayer and 
practical ways. Much of St Anne’s heritage is rooted in sending out and 
supporting missionary organisations. 

 

Why do I have to think about what I give financially it is a private matter 
between myself and God? 

On the one hand that is true, giving is a personal act of worship. But our giving 
has to be informed and we must all see that collectively our current planned 
giving is not enough to cover the outgoings of mission and ministry at St 
Anne’s. 
 


