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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, hello! 

 This week on UCB Christian radio https://www.ucb.co.uk/listen I (Jenny) heard a new song from Christian 

singer songwriter Philippa Hanna called ‘You’re Still God’ https://youtu.be/kUOxKdfQ3zs The lyrics read like a 

Psalm - 

Though I can’t see what’s before me. I know that I can trust Your heart 

And this one truth will be my story. You still reign and You’re still God... 

When my enemies surround me. I’ll trust the victory of Your cross 

And fix my eyes upon You Jesus. For You are God and I am not 

You are good and You are faithful. As You have been from the start 

You work in all things for Your glory. You still reign and You’re still God 

 It also reminded me of Fanny Crosby’s famous hymn ‘Blessed Assurance’ https://youtu.be/tb1QhxOtq3w 

I think both these songs resonate in our hearts as Christians because trials come and trials go yet we still declare 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8) That is our story and our song as followers of 

Christ. I was reminded this week once more of the trials of life as I marked the anniversary of a loved ones death 

and days later marked my eldest boy turning 13. In all of these changes it is good to remember that God is God 

and He still reigns. Let us remind ourselves of the truths we believe and join in with Anglicans worldwide with 

the Nicene Creed https://vimeo.com/423315102 

 

Here is an extract from the Blackburn Diocese Coronavirus task group (3rd June 2020) 

‘One of the issues faced by Government is the regional variations in the impact the pandemic is having on 

communities and we felt it would be useful for you to have an update on the Lancashire picture, drawing mostly 

on information from the Lancashire Resilience Forum. The all-important R rate in Lancashire is very close to 1 

and worryingly it has been increasing in recent days. The levels of infection are especially high in Lancaster and 

in Blackpool. Of particular concern is the care home sector and 529 homes in the county are affected. As most of 

you will know the County Council strongly advised schools not to re-open this week, based in part on the fact 

that two of the five tests have not yet been satisfied in the region. It must be very tempting for a Westminster-

based government to set policy based on the situation in London. But the infection peaked later in the North-

west (indeed some areas of Lancashire may not be clearly past the peak) and there must be concerns that some 

of the messaging means that people are tempted to relax restrictions and disciplines when we are still in a 

difficult situation. We would urge people and parishes not to push the boundaries, even given the frustrations of 

so many weeks in lockdown.’ 

 As clergy we feel those frustrations. Meeting on zoom to discuss church matters or worship is not easy. 

Producing worship to be done in home either on paper, email, YouTube or now via the phone feels not enough. 

We are desperately missing the human contact of our church family. But, we must remain patient, prayerful and 

wise. And above all else we must remember through these trials that He still reigns and He is God!  

 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all and those whom you love. God bless Jenny and Andrew Brown 

https://www.ucb.co.uk/listen
https://youtu.be/kUOxKdfQ3zs
https://youtu.be/tb1QhxOtq3w
https://vimeo.com/423315102


Pastoral Care. Our pastoral care team includes Audrey and Peter Calderbank, Beryl Smith, Brenda Harrison (Pastoral care 

of the Mothers Union members), Jane Austin, Jean Evans, Margaret Cunliffe, May Spicer and Sharon Drury. Each member of 

the team has been given a list of church members to call on behalf of the clergy each week. This is simply to check in with 

everyone to make sure we are all okay. The clergy then receive feedback from the team.  

Many of you have greatly valued this contact and have been prayed for over the phone. We understand that some of you 

don’t feel they ‘need’ a phone call or feel awkward speaking to someone they don’t know very well. We 

are also aware that we still do not have everyone’s accurate contact details, either because people have 

moved house or have never been on the church electoral roll. We apologise if you have felt missed out or 

let down. If you are yet to receive a call or have declined future calls but require support from the clergy 

please do not hesitate to call us directly on 01257 252136 and ask to speak with Jenny.   

Malcolm Corden 

Teaches Donald 

Trump How To Hold 

the Bible 

After President Trump 

posed with the Bible 

for a bizarre photo op 

outside St. John's 

church in D.C., James 

Corden (The Late Show 

with James Corden) 

invites his father 

Malcolm - who spent 

much of his life as a 

Christian book 

salesman - to share some handy tips on how to 

hold the Bible a little less awkwardly. Watch the 

full clip including Malcolm sharing a bible passage 

that has been watched by millions here - 

https://youtu.be/mZv8GQX8E1I 

We have some wonderful new rainbow colours to welcome us back 

into our church building when it is time. A fabulous banner created 

and completed during lockdown thanks to Brenda Harrison and 

Heather Rawson. And some wonderful African print fabric donated by 

Lorna and transformed by Pauline Johnson into new coverings on our 

communion table. A huge thank you for this ministry of colours! 

Bringing rainbow colours into the church 

Tuesday Night Prayer 8pmTuesday Night Prayer 8pm  

Attached to the mailings this week is another 

copy of the liturgy for night prayer. 

Each week you can join in with night prayer in 

various ways - 

 Using the liturgy sheet on your own. 

 Watching the YouTube video link sent out 

via email and on our WhatsApp group. 

 Dial the number opposite and hear the 

spoken service either using the liturgy 

sheet or simply listening. 

The video link and dial in service remain 

available all week for you to access at any time. 

Malcolm%20Corden%20Teaches%20Donald%20Trump%20How%20To%20Hold%20the%20Bible
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Ffemail%2Farticle-1067573%2FJames-Corden-The-day-father-went-war.html&psig=AOvVaw0PpopJ_jvabmFiBq-icIu2&ust=1591355004440000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjinciB6OkCFQAAAA


At Home Worship Sunday 7th June—Trinity Sunday 

Before you start maybe get a Bible and a cross to focus on and play some gentle devotional music.  

Introduction  

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and 

bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God our redeemer. Based on Ephesians 4 vs.30ff 

Prayer of preparation 

Holy God, faithful and unchanging: enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, and draw us more 

deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Bible reading 2 Corinthians 13 vs. 11-14 

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in 

peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All God’s people 

here send their greetings. May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Reflections and Prayer –  

Many times we share the grace with each other at the end of services, and I truly look forward to the day we 

can do that again, together, without fear or anxiety—even holding hands. But the words of the grace come 

the passage we have today and it’s a great Trinitarian ending to the letter Paul wrote to the Corinthians. I 

thought we’d just unpick some of the content  on this Trinity Sunday. 

What is Grace? 

Grace is a wonderful word. C.S. Lewis described it as  the defining mark of the Christian faith. We don't have 

to strive for acceptance with God, offering sacrifices, doing acts designed to win His affection and earn our 

salvation. There is nothing we can do to achieve that.  It has all been done for us by the Grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Someone described it as Great Riches At Christ’s Expense.  

Through Christ’s sacrifice of Himself on the cross He has won us our eternal inheritance and daily presence. 

The word grace is itself mixed up with other wonderful words and phrases such as mercy and underserving 

favour. Our response is to have faith in what has been done for us and through that know that God send His 

Holy Spirit upon us to comfort and challenge us. We live and seek God’s will in our life, not out of fear, but 

our of love for the wonderful grace we have in Christ. 

What is the Love of God? 

People have written book after book after book about the love of God, but I thought we’d just think about 

four aspects of it. 

1—God’s love is eternal, as we read the Bible it speaks of God’s everlasting love for the world, from love He 

created it, from love He created us. 

2– God’s love is powerful, changing enemies to friends. The word for love in Greek which the New Testa-

ment was written in has different translations, but usually it is expressed as Agape, which is a sacrificial love, 

where one sacrifices for another’s benefit. A forgiving love, a restoring love, a rescuing love. A love we are 

called to share with each other and also the world. 

3—God’s love is constant. It doesn’t fluctuate because of mood, or season. Many times we drift from God, 

our love grows cold, not with God it is constant and burning for us. And as we travel through life’s ups and 

downs, this is something we can depend upon. 

4—God’s love is personal. When we read passages of the Bible which speak of God’s love for the world, it’s 

not just some blanket love for us all, it’s an individual love God has for you. This is hard to grasp completely, 

the creator of the universe loves me. What a fact to warm our hearts this day. 

God’s love is that eternal, powerful, unchanging, personal love He has for each of us. 

What is the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit? 



A friend of mine at a camp I used to be a leader on said he loved being a Christian, because it didn’t matter in 

the world where he went there were a group of pre-ready friends at a local church there for him. It’s true. The 

foundation for Christian fellowship, is not our shared values or common purpose, although these help, the Bi-

ble says that as we trust in the Grace of Christ, God comes to live in us through His Holy Spirit. Our fellowship 

is about God indwelling us. We express that in our community life, the care we show for each other and the 

love we have for one another, all based on our common faith. That is why when we read of the works and fruit 

of the Holy Spirit, these reflect the edification of Christian Community life. 

So as we trust this day in God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen 

Online songs, worship and material 

Holy, holy , holy, Lord God almighty  https://youtu.be/JwuDSw-9cUQ 

How Great Thou Art     https://youtu.be/PdE_NKyY_o0 

Wonderful Grace      https://youtu.be/kdugliaCXUk 

My soul finds rest in God alone Psalm 62  https://youtu.be/OUCBb3YHFPc 

He will hold me fast     https://youtu.be/BP0dtwXWQ_M 

Bible talks from the Keswick Convention  https://keswickministries.org/talks-library/  

Creed  

Let us  affirm the faith we are called to share with the world. 

We believe and trust in God the Father source of all being and life, the One for whom we exist. 

We believe and trust in God the Son who took our human nature, died for us and rose again. 

We believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the 

world? 

We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 

Prayers (Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here)  

We pray for our world, especially at this time of anxiety and fear…  

We pray for our nation, our leaders and its well-being…  

We pray for neighbours, family and friends and we remember all those self-isolating at the moment…  

We pray for all who are sick, worried or anxious, and for those who feel cut off from friends and family…  

We pray for those who have lost loved ones in recent days and weeks….  

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. Sustain and sup-

port the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing 

that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and 

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Ending  

The twenty-four elders fall before the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one who lives for ever 

and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing, ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glo-

ry and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.’ 

God the Holy Trinity make us strong in faith and love, defend us on every side, and guide us in truth and 

peace; and the blessing God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always. 

Amen 
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