
St Anne’s Church 
Shevington,  

Standish Lower Ground and Crooke 

Delighting in what the Lord has done in the last year 
through our commitment as a church to ‘know Christ 

better and to make Christ better known.’ 



It is hard to imagine that at the May 2021 APCM we were still having to 
navigate the lifting of restrictions to reduce the transmission of Covid 19.  

In July 2021 public worship could restart again after Greater Manchester came 
out of another lockdown due to being placed in the highest tier. 

August 2021 was the first time the government lifted the ban on public singing 
and collective sung worship returned to our church building. 

After the Church of England guidance changed in November 2021 both 
elements of the communion were once again able to be re-introduced into our 
services.  

Although it is really good to see the restrictions gone and the positive impact of 
the vaccine role out program, we must remember with patience and words of 
encouragement that this year has continued to be fraught with challenges for 
our church. Non of what has happened would have been possible without the 
support and hard work of our church wardens Peter, John and the wider PCC. 
We are immensely thankful for all they have done as we have sought to be wise 
but also courageous to continue the life and work of St Anne’s. 

 

May you use the pictures in this little booklet to reflect with thanksgiving for 
what God has done and to pray for what lies ahead. 

God bless. Andrew and Jenny Brown 

Less than a year ago we were 
still worshipping in masks, 
without singing, still sitting apart 
and not sharing communion. 



Praise God we were able to adapt and make the best of every situation.  

Above Andrew and Pauline serving our school at their outdoor circus event.  

Below Audrey and Angei serving our community in the parish centre kitchen 
during the Shevington Fete. 



Mission—making Christ known with words and deeds in our 
parish 

Throughout the year our church has worked 
in partnership with Shevington Community 
Pantry allowing them the use of the small 
room in the parish centre and being part of 
the team like Roger, Ingrid and Pauline  seen 
here, reducing food waste and serving our 
community. 

Our parishes remembrance service was able 
to return once again with opportunity to 
share the gospel. 

 

  

As were all our Christmas services. What 
better way to welcome visitors into our 
church building once again than with a huge 
fresh Christmas tree.  

 

 

The Christmas message was also not contained to 
the church building in 2021, Christmas Eve outside 
in St Anne’s playground and in Shevington Park 
saw a record number of families making their way 
in the dark to sing carols and hear the hope of our 
Saviour. 



Mission—making Christ known with words and deeds in our 
parish 

We welcomed back the Ladies Prayer Breakfast and began the long 
awaited Men’s breakfast which we hope to build on and create an easy 
space to share the Christian faith. 



Mission with children and young families—making Christ 
known with words and deeds in our parish 

The sound of children running 
around our church building 
resumed with a visit from 
Millbrook school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our weekly assemblies, have 
moved from being outside sat at a 
distance to inside once again and 
from January 2022 we had our 
first full school assembly as 
children were once again free to 
mix across the ages. 



Mission with children and young families—making Christ 
known with words and deeds in our parish 

By harvest we were also able to welcome 
the Sparkles baby and toddler group into 
our church building to make and hunt for 
scarecrows and think about our ever 
faithful God through the seasons. 

 

We met over 50 families at our Standish Lower Ground Easter Egg Hunt. 

Above right—Andrew was able to be part of the CPAS venture team that 
led a group of St Anne’s children on a Christian adventure holiday. 



Mission—making Christ known through partnering with others 
outside our parish 

Unexpected opportunities arose in 
2021/2022 for us to reach out with grace 
and help people in need fleeing danger. Our 
Harvest of Care gifted hundreds of essential 
items to the Storehouse project who sent 
out care packages to asylum seekers being 
housed locally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our church school welcomed several Afghan 
evacuees that we were able to pray for and help 
practically through supporting the council and 
those working with the families. 

 

 

As Lent began in our church the war began in Ukraine. As a church we 
have and will continue to pray 
for peace and justice. We were 
able to hear stories from the 
European Mission Fellowship 
that we collected over £1,000 
for. 



Mission—making Christ known through partnering with others 
outside our parish 

It is good that we budget and plan for mission outside our parish but this 
year has also shown us that when need comes unexpectedly to our door we 
must answer. Thank you once again to all those who gave generously and 
pray faithfully. 

 

Pictured here is our new mission partners from OMF - Roz Stimpson. We 
began the year praying for Roz as she prepared to got to Japan and now she 
is there learning the language and opportunities for mission. We continue 
to support this mission through our giving and through prayer. 



Ministry—seeking to help us know Christ better 

This photo from one of our 4 homegroups show the determination to still 
share in-person fellowship in  Christmas 2021.  

 

 

 

 

Well done to all our homegroup 
leaders who share their time, homes 
and hearts to nurture us in our faith 
and deepen our relationships with 
one another. 

By Lent we were all able to mix again 
and enjoy closer contact as we 
studied the book of Jonah and the 
depths of God’s grace in the Lent 
Course. 



Ministry—seeking to help us know Christ better 

After a very long time bread and wine 
returned to our services and after much 
discussion the PCC ministry team proposed 
we offered both the chalice and the individual 
cups seeking to accommodate everyone.  

It was a good to resume taking out home communion once again to those 
unable to attend in-person worship and it was a joyous moment to 
commission a new home communion team in a church service in April 2022. 



Ministry—seeking to help build one other up through fellow-
ship  

These photos need only four 
words of explanation—food, 
conversations, celebrations, 
smiles! 



Using and looking after our buildings and grounds ready for 
making Christ known to others  

The church building was cleaned the masks were 
off and we could fill it with noise and worship 
again! 

The teams of volunteers were 
out in force throughout the 
year, well done and thanks 
everyone! 



Financial Review 

Our finances are a very important part of the work of the church funding 
mission, worship, learning, maintenance and service to our community. Here 
is a summary of the finances of the church, a full and complete set of ac-
counts are available from Heather Rawson, the treasurer. A report came to 
the APCM 

 

 



Looking to the future in faith 

This year we have said good bye to 
a number of our beloved church 
family members. As their worship 
began in glory we welcomed new 
faces here on earth. A reminder 
that life continues and the mission 
and ministry of our church remains 
central as we grieve and loose and 
as we grow and rejoice. 

 

We maintain our buildings, our grounds, our bank balance in order to keep 
going and keep sharing the hope of the gospel in every generation and at 
every stage of life. 

 

 

 

Though our daffodils have finished 
their bloom we know that our creator 
God has a plan for them, giving them 
time to rest and strength once more 

waiting in the earth for the seasons to 
pass until next spring time.  



Looking to the future in faith 

All of us are only here for one season of life, to know Christ and to seek to 
share Him with others. As we look to new beginnings as a new congregation 
starts at Standish Lower Ground and we continue the work and worship 
already established in Shevington let us all pray that as a church we 
embrace every opportunity, that we build on the work that God is already 
doing trusting that He is at work often when we don’t realise. 

Let us seek to pray more together in the year ahead abut all these things. 
Now that we can sit close, share food and lay on hands of blessings let us do 
so remembering how much we lost in 2020/2021 and let us use well this 
day, this month, this year ahead. 

Vision 2026 prayer - 

Heavenly Father, we embrace Your call for us to make disciples, to be 
witnesses, to grow leaders and inspire children and young people.  Give us 

eyes to see Your vision, ears to hear the prompting of Your Spirit and 
courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. Amen 


